The History of the Ontario Breastfeeding Committee

In April 2000 the Ontario Public Health Promotion Working Group and its Baby-Friendly Initiative Sub-committee sponsored a stakeholders meeting which brought key provincial representatives together to discuss the nature and extent  of provincial support for the promotion of positive breastfeeding practices in Ontario. Some of the organizers and attendees of this landmark meeting became the pioneer members of the Ontario Breastfeeding Committee.

Members of the OPHA Breastfeeding Promotion Workgroup, BFI sub-committee:

Jean Samuel (Co-chair)

David Bain

Genevieve Courant

Angela deGuzman

Joanne Gilmore

Patti Groom

Laura Samaras

Other planning committee members:

Marcia Annamunthodo Allen

Susan Hodges

Marilyn Sanders (BCC)
Organization Representatives

· Ontario Society of Nutrition Professionals in Public Health (OSNPPH)

· Lactation Consultants Association of Southern Ontario

· Registered Nurses Association (RNAO) Childbirth Nurses Interest Group

· Ass. Of  Womens Health, Obstetric and Neonatal Nurses (AWHONN) – Canada

· Lactation Consultants of Eastern Ontario

· Ontario Public Health Association (OPHA)

· Canadian Pharmacists Association (CPA)

· Ontario Ministry of Health, Office of Integrated Services for Children

· Ontario Ministry of Health Public Health Branch

· St. Elizabeth Visiting Nurses Association of Ontario

· INFACT Canada

· Southwestern Ontario Lactation Consultation Representative

· Association for Ontario Midwives

· Ontario Association for Infant Develoment

· Ontario Community Action Program for Children (CAPC) / Canada Perinatal Nutrition Program (CPNP) Coalition,

· Ontario College of Family Practice

· UNICEF Canada

· Canadian Institute of Child Health

· Association of Nursing Directors and Supervisors of Ontario Official Health Agencies

Important Decisions Made

· At this meeting at was decided unanimously that a BFI provincial committee was needed, and discussions around who the stakeholders should be was extensive.

· Volunteers were requested to lead the formation of a provincial committee and Marcia Annamunthodo Allen agreed to co-chair.                          Other volunteers to work with Marcia were Joyce Ridge, Kathy Venter, Donna Zukiwski and David Bain.

Time Line

2000  -    OPHA stake-holders meeting in Toronto. Committee formed under chairmanship of Marcia Annamunthodo Allen.

2001  -    Organizational structure, Terms of Reference and Logo formed.

2002  -    Not for profit status registered  

                 Provincial BFI Survey created 

                OBC participates in BCC PT meeting ( time of BCC reconstruction)

2003 -     Best Start provides teleconferencing support to OBC

                BFI Survey Launched

2004       OBC and Best start collaborate to present 3 workshops in Ontario to present BFI – Thunder Bay, Cornwall, Kitchener.

OBC writes a letter to Health Minister Smitherman asking for a meeting to discuss OBC’s role in health promotion of Ontarios children through BFI.

Website constructed for OBC by Witchmedia (Sarah & Jason DiMichele)

Logic Model presented by Lori Levere

2005 -    Logic model structured to advise work of the OBC (in consult with Brian Hyndeman Best Start Resource Centre)

               BFI in CHS group formed (Chair Hannele Dionisi)

                First Workshop presented by OBC for Administrators (St.Josephs Health Care in Hamilton)

2006 -   RNAO – BFI Resolution (sub group reviews Mandatory Core Guidelines & BFI) 

              BFI Hospital group formed

Tri-Ministry Meeting with Dr.Sheela Basrur, Dr.Sandy Bennet, Nancy Novack Dr.Jack Newman, Laura Prodanyk (OBC)  and      Esther Goldstein 

A Report to the Ontario Ministry of Health on a Global Strategy to Improve Breastfeeding Rates in Ontario.

2007 -   BCC recognised OBC capability to fulfil the provincial role in the BFI assessment process.

              BFI workshop in Thunder Bay

               Press conference by Shelley Martel (health critic to the provincial government) with RNAO, OBC and Dr.Jack Newman

2008     BFI EXPO in Oakville with Halton Region and Halton BFI 

              3 x OBC Banners created for use at conferences: housed in Thunder Bay, Ottawa and Toronto

Letter to Minister Tony Clement in conjunction with OPHA Breastfeeding Promotion Workgroup, RNAO Childbirth Nurses Interest   Group and Best Start (Health Nexus)

2009     OBC reps attended BFI 10 Year anniversary conference in Vancouver. 

             Revisited the Logic Model and Terms of Reference.

             Ontario Progress Report Authored by Lori Levere 

‘Ontario Provincial Breastfeeding Strategy Developed by a Collaboration of Stakeholders in Ontario’ (including OBC RNAO BCC       Best Start, LaLeche League Canada, INFACT Canada, Community, hospital services and private breastfeeding clinic  representatives.)

Funding for the Organization comes from membership fees and registrations to the workshops presented to date.  Teleconferences of the BFI in CHS group are support by the group members themselves, and the general meeting and infrequent hospital group teleconferences are supported by Best Start at Health Nexus.     

Past Chairs of the OBC

Marcia Annamunthodo Allen

Joyce Ridge

Donna Zukiwski

Eleanor Rivoire

Lori Levere

Laura Prodanyk

Kathy Venter (Interim only)

Report generated by Kathy Venter from archived minutes.

